NEWSLETTER
Friday 5th March 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been brilliant to see all of the online events taking
place this week for both World Book Day and Careers week.
We have had many external visitors in the online sessions
talking to the students, in all year groups, about their
aspirations and possible career choices. It is really
important that students get the opportunity to explore their progression and
possible careers they may explore in the future. It allows students the chance to
ask real professionals the questions they have around the world of work and it
encourages them to make the links between the subjects they study. This week has
also tied in with the year 9 option evening. I hope all of the year 9 parents have
had the chance to watch the online videos to help support the choices the
students will now make for their GCSEs, to view the videos on the school website
please click here.
World Book Day is an event I hold very close to my heart as an English teacher but
also as someone who truly believes that reading does indeed open up life chances
for all. The power of stories is incredibly important for children and it can open up
new worlds and dreams for young people. It was therefore wonderful to host
events which inspire children to read more and I am sure you will agree that seeing
their teachers dressed up as characters from literature in their own living rooms
gave the students something to smile about for the day.
I will be sending out a letter for all year 11 and 13 parents about the centre
assessment process for the summer. We do not have all of the final details yet but I
am trying to give people as much information as we can.
And finally, we are very excited that we will see the students again next week albeit for the lateral flow testing in the first instance. If you have not yet completed
the consent form them please can I ask it is done before any students turn up for
their tests.
Have a lovely weekend
Miss Rock - Headteacher
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On 4th March, Stoke Park School celebrated World
Book Day as a community. Reading is at the heart of
our school life, and across the school, teachers and
students celebrated the value of reading,
The day began with tutor time, where students
learned about the origins and purpose of World Book
Day. They then got stuck into a tutor competition
where they had to try and guess which member of
staff’s pet was
reading, based on the book choice and a helpful
clue. Tutor time also involved tutors sharing one of
their
favourite books with their tutees, and using the book
to explore and discuss the important ideas in the text.

From there, students ventured remotely to their subjects. In each subject, there awaited teachers in fancy dress, with a
special World Book Day lesson planned. Each department chose a different book and used their costume and images
in their lesson to try and drop clues to their classes. From ‘Alice in Wonderland’, to ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ to ‘Mary
Poppins’, the costumes were endless. We even heard a rumour that several Joe Wicks made an appearance in PE!

The lessons themselves took students on an incredible and fun adventure. From spell casting in
Latin, to learning the science behind Wonderland, to learning about incredible artists and illustrators, to Harry Potter
themed Maths problems, books took centre stage!
At the end of World Book Day, Years 7 and 8 were also involved in an author experience. Dion Leonard, author of
‘Finding Gobi’ worked with students, as they were taken on Gobi the dog’s journey from living in the desert and fending for himself, to his life with his new family in America. Gobi has four passports which is incredible for a dog! The students had a lot of fun in this session, and found it really exciting and useful to work with a published writer.
We are really proud of the enthusiasm, energy, and interest that students showed on this day.
Although we could not celebrate as we normally would, the

World Book Day—Spooky Writing Workshop
On Monday 1st March, Year 7 and Year 8 participated
in a workshop with the famous author, Victoria
Schwab. Students were learning about how to write
spooky stories and to turn ‘real-life’ ghost stories into
fiction. Lots of our students were thoroughly engaged
and enjoyed hearing about Victoria’s writing techniques. They have been inspired to start writing their
own spooky stories.
“I found this workshop really interesting and has inspired me to read more spooky stories” - Mohammed
Hasani
“I really want to read some of her books!” - Toqa
Katab
“This sounds really good and I enjoyed listening in the
workshop.” - Senyo Brown
World Book Day—Finding Gobi—Author Visit
Year 7 and Year 8 attended a live author event with
Dion Leonard, author of ‘Finding Gobi’.
We were taken on Gobi the dog’s journey from living in
the desert and fending for himself, to his life with his
new family in America. Gobi has four passports which
is incredible for a dog!

Careers At Sea!
Year 9 were joined this morning in
their virtual assembly by Captain A
Hashmi. Captain Hashmi is a former
Coventry student and is captain of the
Queen Mary 2 cruise ship. The RMS
Queen Mary 2 is one of the biggest
ships in the world and is the only ship
that regularly operates between Southampton and New Yorkthe route of the Titanic! Captain Hashmi described his life
living on a ship for three months at a time and talked us
through the training every captain receives including virtual
bridge training, emergency training in swimming pool simulators, fire training and advance
paramedic training. Captain Hashmi explained to the students what
his job entailed and showed us
photographs of what a good and
bad day at the office can look like!
It was a fascinating talk and
opened our eyes to how exciting a
job at sea can be.

Year 10 Learning Diaries
A reminder for all Year 10 students to keep
updating your learning diaries throughout the
week in order to review your learning journey.
Parents please can you converse with your child
around what they have learnt each day and
check on their diary which can be accessed via
their Tutor Teams student folder.

EU Settlement scheme that all EU nationals have to
apply for if they want to continue to live in the \UK
after 30 June 2021. This is the local page for Coventry:
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/51/
welcome_to_coventry/548/
newly_arrived_communities/12

Careers week in the drama department
We have been very lucky to have been visited by two industry professionals this week. Firstly, Clair Archbold the technical theatre
technician at the international school of Geneva, who worked previously in touring theatre and stage managing in the west end. Clair
pre-recorded an interview answering questions our students had put
forward. Clair spoke to students about a career as a stage manager
and what that entailed. Clair also spoke to our students about the
route she took into the industry. This was a fantastic opportunity to
expose our KS3 students to a wider range of job opportunities in the
creative arts alongside that of a performer.
Year 10 and 11 were excited to welcome actress Matilda Bott to their
online lessons. Matilda answered a range of questions from students
about the industry, routes into it, finding work and the effects of the
pandemic. The students were so professional in their approach to
the interview and Matilda commented on how impressed she was
with the range of questions she was asked. Students were keen to
speak to Matilda about the effects of the pandemic on the industry
as well as stage fright and mental health. Students found the sessions not only inspirational but also supportive. Matilda has worked
for a range of theatre companies over the last eight years including
that of Tread the Boards, Madcap Theatre and Red Earth Theatre. It
was such an amazing opportunity for our students to speak to industry professionals who have worked consistently in the industry since
graduation and to get advice about their next steps and long-term
goal

MUSIC
This week, students in music lessons
have enjoyed finding out about lots of
different music related careers in the
music industry. In particulate students
learned about jobs such as being a session musician, musical director, music
lawyer, publicist, promotor, marketer, game music programmer/composer, music therapist and music business managers. Students also looked at the top soft skills needed by employers and how music lesson can contribute to the development and improvement of these top employability skills. Students at KS3 virtually 'met' Michael Steel who is a professional
Pianist and Musical Director and students in ks4 and 5 attending a BIMM institute session with Live Q&A with professional
Drummer and Musician Collette Williams.

Our Post 16 students have been making the most out of National Careers Week and World Book Day. The Post 16
Book Club has selected their first novel and are looking forward to getting together and discussing their ideas. Our
Post 16 Literary Journal editors are also taking submissions for their Spring Edition which is due out in the next few
weeks. We have also been excited to hear about our students' Super Curricular readings and experiences and have
introduced MyOn, an online reading platform to our students to act as a virtual library. This has been discussed by
our English Ambassadors in assembly who were particularly excited about the tools that they can use to make notes
on texts and share their ideas.
We would also like to take a moment to congratulate Jeff in Year 12 for securing an exclusive work experience placement with Fusion and EKFB through Warwick University's Pathways to Engineering. His acceptance is a testament to
his excellent work ethic and we have no doubt he will find the opportunity both beneficial and enjoyable.

INFORMATION SESSION FOR POST 16 FINANCE AND YEAR 12 UNIVERSITY OPTIONS
Two Information and Q&A sessions for Post 16 students and their parents are being held
by the Universities of Leicester and Reading. All Year 12 and 13 students who are
interested in university are encouraged to attend the Student Finance and budgeting
talk. The second talk will be extremely insightful for our Year 12 students as they begin
their UCAS application process in the summer months.
Student finance & budgeting - Thurs 11 March – 18:00
Choosing the right university & course - Thurs 20 May – 18:00
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