NEWSLETTER
Friday 12th February 2021

Dear parents/carers
It is lovely to see all of the experiences the students are still having
albeit remotely. Students have had the opportunity to work with
West End stars from Hamilton and also collaborate with WASPs
rugby club around mental health this past week. Staff are
determined to offer students as many enrichment opportunities as
they can to ensure students can experience the activities they enjoy
so much. We want to try and give students the chance to still talk to
their friends and engage in experiences which are not just about the online learning.
That said, our students' commitment to their online learning this half term has been superb
and I know students are being rewarded and praised for all they have done over the past few
weeks by their teachers. We are so proud of the resilience and commitment they have
demonstrated towards their learning. And I know that this would not have been possible
without the support of their parents - so a big thank you to you all.
We are expecting further announcements when we return about the possible reopening of
schools but also about year 11 and 13 examinations. School leaders find out this information
at the same time as parents - during the briefing announcements - but rest assured as soon as
we know anything we will contact you with our plans. Whatever challenges we face I am sure
we will overcome them as a community so we can do the very best for our students when
they do return.
I would ask that after 3pm today we ask all students to log off for the next week. I have asked
teachers not to set learning preparation online over the next week so that students can have a
real break from their screens. It has been tough going for everyone to be online for long
periods of time and I think our children need a break and no doubt you do too. I hope you all
have the opportunity to enjoy some quality family time next week and have a well deserved
rest.
If you have any urgent safeguarding concerns during half term can you please email:
safeguarding@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk.
Please take care and stay safe.
Have a lovely half term.

Miss Rock - Headteacher

more information and
guidance can be found
on the school website

Coronavirus information
in different languages
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DRAMA CLUB
We are pleased to announce the return of
drama club as part of our online enrichment
opportunities. Drama club will run in an online format for the
duration of lockdown on Thursdays 3:10 – 3:45. Drama club is open to year 7
and 8 students and is ran by Miss Smith one of our city year red coats who is
supported by our year 11 drama ambassadors. Our first session was a huge
success and saw students foraging around their homes for props beginning
with certain letters.
Please let Miss Hall know if you would like to attend and you will be sent an
invite on Microsoft teams. We look forward to seeing even more of you in our
next session.
Miss Hall, Miss Smith and the year 11 drama ambassadors

HAMILTON workshop
th

On Friday the 5 of February we were very lucky
to have the west end musical theatre actress
Ellena Vincent with us running an online workshop. Ellena Vincent was part of the ensemble
and understudied two of the Schuyler sisters in
the 2019 cast of a little musical called Hamilton. Hamilton is an
award-winning West End musical about the life of Alexander
Hamilton, the American Founding Father. The musical covers the
lifetime of Alexander and his role in shaping America's very
foundations. The play covers everything from his roots as an
immigrant from the West Indies, to his rise to becoming the right
-hand man of George Washington during the Revolutionary War.
The following eleven students from year 9 – 12 worked with
Ellena learning the choreography for ‘My shot’ which is used as
the audition number for the show.
Raluka Ciora, Karina Kules, Chloe – Louise Griffith,
Laila Cosgrove, Louise Maddy, Holly – Beth Gadsby
Morgan Parsons, Armani Thomas, Zoe Fogdon,
Ellie – Mai Hilton, Kaira – Lily Jerzyszek
The choreography was gruelling and fast paced but students
demonstrated pride and resilience as they conducted themselves
professionally and persevered with outstanding results. They
learnt all the audition choreography in just an hour and were
able to perform it back to Ellena twice, she was blown away by
their talent. Students then took part in a Q&A where they were
able to ask questions about the industry. Students were
interested to find out how Ellena found the rehearsal process for
Hamilton, which was her favourite part to
play and what her route into the industry
was. Our students represented Stoke Park
with professionalism and excellence, and we
were so proud of them and everything they
achieved.
Miss Hall
Head of drama

Stoke Park’s New Online
Library!
www.myon.co.uk

This week in tutor time, students are being
given their login details for our brand new
virtual library called MYon. We are bringing
the library to the students! As you know we
place a lot of emphasis on the importance of
reading and we hope that this site will facilitate student access to books, encourage good
reading habits and build study skills. It will
allow students the opportunity to build collections of books that interest them, whilst
also encouraging them to read something
new. Students can access MyON via the website or the MyON app. MyON also includes
audio playback so that students can listen as
well as other features to help students follow
along. Happy Reading!

We have several competitions lined up for World
Book Day including our reading pets!
Here is Muffin brushing up on Classical Civilisation. If
you would like your pet to feature in our reading
update please send a picture of your pet reading to
mdunn@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk
by Monday 1st March.

Our students have been working extremely hard, and are demonstrating many of our
school values whilst learning at home. Their hard work, dedication and positive attitude to
learning has not gone unnoticed. Staff within subject departments have selected some
students who’s work and attitude to learning has stood out. Well done and Thank you
from all staff, and we hope we are back in school soon!

The Gateway students have been
impressing all of their teachers
over this past half term, with their
superb attendance to lessons and
incredible work that is being pro-

duced, well done Y8.
They have also found time to take part in competitions
too, poster competitions, challenges and some students
have been involved in an enterprise initiative and presented to representatives from City Year, The University of
Coventry and Stoke Park. This was an incredible opportunity for them and they excelled in all aspects. Finally,
students have benefitted from 'drop in' sessions at break
time run by Miss Goddard and Miss Smith. Students
have shared their wonderful pets, had a lovely catch up
and found it very beneficial if they were stuck with their
homework too!.
I am incredibly proud of all of the students who have
worked tirelessly over this past half term and have shown
incredible PRIDE and RESILIENCE in all that they have
faced. See you all after half term, and very well
done. Mrs Parsons-Moore and the Gateway Team.
Yasmin Goddard
Chloe Ryder

Mohammed Hasani and
Fatima Bamalli
Oskar Wencel

Chloe Ryder

As this half term draws to a close, our Post 16 students have several reasons to feel a deep sense of PRIDE. They have worked very hard
with their teachers to access their learning virtually and we have been impressed with how well they have risen to this challenge. Our Post
16 teaching staff have nominated students who have gone above and beyond in their learning and they will be receiving their commendations this week.
In addition to their learning, the debate club and drama club have collaborated and the Post 16 Student Council have arranged for a book
club and a virtual art gallery to launch next half term to allow the wider school community to experience, enjoy and share their own and
their peers' ideas and creativity. Several of our students have taken up further physical challenges like the NHS' One You Couch to 5K and
we are looking at developing this into a form of charity fundraiser with the Post 16 Student Council next half term.
Our students have also attended virtual work experience opportunities and conferences in addition to attending online university open days
and apprenticeship fairs as they prepare for their futures.
Going beyond the immediate Post 16 community, we have been extremely PROUD of our Year 12s and 13s for taking on additional roles as
leaders in the wider school community. They have devised a mentoring system to support students in younger years for the next phase

of their education and will be support the Year 9s with their options choices in the weeks to come. A very well done to all!

