
Year 11 

GCSE Information Evening

How you can best support your child in preparation for 

their GCSE exams

Mr Jamal – Assistant Head Teacher-Director of Year 11
Mrs J Woodward – KS4 & KS5 Maths Lead and High Attainers

Miss Harvey– Associate Assistant Headteacher for English



• Students First – young people, staff, leaders, governors and trustees 
totally focused upon the educational benefit of our pupils and 
students within a safe and supportive environment

• It’s about learning – young people, staff, leaders, governors and 
trustees totally focused upon developing and improving the learning 
of pupils and students underpinned by harmonious and trusting 
relationships

• No Barriers – no excuses, only support to ensure young people, staff, 
leaders, governors and trustees maximise the academic 
achievement of pupils and students whilst enabling them to develop 
and flourish as well rounded individuals

Our Core Principles and Values
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Year 11 – The 
Architect

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Subject 
intervention, with a 
focus on revision 
skills.

Subject 
intervention.

Subject 
intervention.

PSHE & RSE – a 
carefully planned 
curriculum to 
educate our 
students on all of 
the main topics of 
the National PSHE 
curriculum, to 
prepare them for 
life as young adults

Assembly, with a 
core focus on how 
students can be 
the Architect of 
their future, with 
careers advice and 
guidance as well.
.

Our weekly structure 
structure-Morning 

registration 8.40-9.10



Year 11 – The 
Architect

Intervention support-
compulsory sessions 3-3.45pm 

- Monday: Maths
- Tuesday: History/Geography 
- Wednesday: Science
- Thursday: English
- Friday: Options



Attendance

- You need to be pushing yourself to be in school 100% of the time.

- Every day missed is over 5 hours of learning you are losing out on – this 
is key time building up the knowledge and skills which will help you to 
be successful at GCSEs and beyond.

- Even missing just 5 days in a year, every year, will mean that you are 
125 hours behind a student who is in every day. This is the same as 
97% attendance! Every single day matters.



Year 11 – The 
Architect

Students with 95-100% attendance are 21.9 times more likely to pass English 
than students with persistent absences.



Attendance

Building Brighter Futures  

3.3 Medical or dental appointments

Missing registration for a medical or dental appointment is counted as an 

authorised absence; advance notice is required for authorising these 

absences.

However, we strongly encourage parents to make medical and dental 

appointments out of school hours where possible to avoid missing out on 

critical learning. Where this is not possible, the pupil should be out of school 

for the minimum amount of time necessary. If medical appointments take 

place in the morning, students are expected to come into school after the 

appointment. If medical appointments are taken during the school day, 

students are expected to return to school unless there is a medical reason 

that prevents this.
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e: 64%
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Did you get into College to study Travel & 
Tourism?



Did you get into Sixth Form to study Maths?



GCSE Exams Countdown

• GCSE Exams start: Monday 4th of May 2026

• You have about:
•       69 school days left

• This means:
• 69 chances to improve
• 69 lessons to ask questions
• 69 days to build confidence

• Every lesson counts- small effort, big progress



Key dates

- Final mock exams- 02/02/2026 ( wb)
- Parents evening- 23/03/2026 ( wb)
- GCSE exams starts: 04/05/2026
- Contingency exam day- Wednesday 25th of June 2026
- Leavers assembly – TBC ( June )
- Prom- 3rd of July 2026 – Coombe Abbey



Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

Exam Structure

Paper 1 (Non-Calculator)- 1hour 30 minutes - 80 marks

Paper 2 (Calculator)- 1hour 30 minutes - 80 marks

Paper 3 (Calculator)- 1hour 30 minutes - 80 marks

Mrs J Woodward – KS4 & KS5 Maths Lead and High Attainers



At Higher level you can achieve grades 4-9

At Foundation you can achieve grades 1-5

Higher or Foundation Tier?



At Higher level you can achieve grades 4-9

At Foundation you can achieve grades 1-5

Higher or Foundation Tier?

Breakdown of the papers?



At Higher level you can achieve grades 4-9

At Foundation you can achieve grades 1-5

Higher or Foundation Tier?

Breakdown of the papers?

Grade Boundaries
Grade 7  requires students to achieve 70%
Grade 4 on higher requires 20-25%

Grade 4 on foundation requires 61% 



Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

How the teacher supports in the classroom?
• Data analysis – reteach, retrieval practice, interventions



Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

Scientific Calculators
We sell the Casio ClassWiz FX-83GTCW
on ParentPay at a reduced price of £10.
This calculator is fully suitable for all 
GCSE
needs.

Be careful when choosing a calculator 
as many say they are Scientific but end
up being more of a hindrance than a 
help!

If your child is considering A level 
Maths, 
we recommend getting a Casio 
ClassWiz 
FX-991CW which will be suitable for 
both
GCSE and A level. 



Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

Best revision resources available
-Learning Preparation – weekly past paper, weekly feedback 
provided
 from their teacher
-Exercise book that contains all their worked examples. These
 examples show students the best way to answer & present their
 solutions. 95% of the marks for each question is rewarded for
 working out. Each independent answer is rewarded 1 mark. 



Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

How the teacher supports in the classroom?
1st Class Maths - Free online GCSE Maths Revision

https://www.1stclassmaths.com/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/


Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

Tutoring?

Hannah Kettle Maths

https://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/


Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

How can you support at home?
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone

https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/parents-and-carers-zone


Maths -  GCSE - Edexcel 

Questions?



English Language (AQA)

Paper One 
1 hour 45 minutes 

Worth 50% of the Language 
grade 

Reading section – based on 
one fiction source – 40 marks 

Writing section – 40 marks



There is also a separate qualification for Spoken Language.  
Students achieve either a Pass, Merit or Distinction which will appear on their exam results in August, 2023.

English Language (AQA)

Paper Two
1 hour 45 minutes 

Worth 50% of the Language 
grade 

Reading section – based on two 
non-fiction sources – 40 marks 

Writing section – 40 marks



English Literature (AQA)

Paper One 
1 hour 45 minutes 

40% of GCSE

1. Shakespeare play -
Macbeth – 34 marks

2. 19th Century Text - A 
Christmas Carol – 30 

marks



English Literature (AQA)
Paper Two 

2 hours 15 minutes 
60% of GCSE

1. Modern Text - An Inspector 
Calls – 34 marks 
2. Worlds and Lives Poetry – 30 
marks
3. Unseen Poetry - 32 marks 
           



How are students assessed in English Language?
Assessment Objective

AO1 - Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts

AO2 - Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views

AO3 - Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 
texts

AO4 - Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references

AO5 - Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 
for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts

AO6 - Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each 
specification as a whole)



How are students assessed in English Literature?

Assessment Objective

AO1 - Read, understand and respond to texts. 
Students should be able to: 
• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.

AO2 - Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using 
relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

AO3 - Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

AO4 - Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation



How can students secure grade 4?
To achieve grade 4s students must:

• Read the extract carefully and overcome comprehension barriers 
using the our Stoke Park reading strategies

• Answer every question on the exam by sticking to the timings
• Ensure that the response to every question offers a ‘clear, relevant 

explanation of ideas’
• Consider how the ideas explored in the text link to the human 

condition and is relevant to society across time



How can students secure grade 7?

To achieve grade 7s students must:

• Read the extract carefully and overcome comprehension barriers 
using the our Stoke Park reading strategies

• Answer every question on the exam by sticking to the timings
• Understand that the characters/ideas explored in the texts are 

constructs and are designed to share a specific message
• Ensure that the response to every question offers a ‘perceptive, 

detailed and critical’ understanding of the ideas shared by the 
writer



What our students must do to succeed: Revise 
from now for BOTH Language and Literature

• Attend targeted intervention

• Study and act on the feedback given on in-class assessments and 
Mock exams

• Re-read exam texts for Literature 

• Memorise short, important quotes from the texts that they will be able 
to use an analyse in their answers

• Use feedback from the Examiners’ reports to inform how they answer 
questions

• Purchase reduce priced revision guides

• Ask their teacher if there is something which they are finding difficult or 
an element of their mocks or assessments they don’t understand

• Complete extra questions and give them to your teacher to mark



Students log in with their full school email and use password1

How can students use Century to support their 
revision of powerful knowledge?

The first thing you see is the recommended 
pathway identified by the AI based on 
incorrect answers. The pathway should be 
used for revision, 1 nugget per text/topic an 
evening.

To the bottom left, you can see 
the assignments set by the class 
teachers, this is the work that 
must be completed each week.

To the bottom right, you can 
see that the AI has identified 
the most essential revision 
areas for each student. This 
will depend on strengths and 
weaknesses identified 
through the completion of all 
nuggets.



Students should use the course information on their dashboards to guide their 
revision, it will identify clear areas for improvement. Students can then go on to 
the ‘courses’ tab and reattempt the nuggets.



In English, we insist on 75% for any homework nuggets. Students must reattempt 
using the resource video to improve their understanding of the powerful 
knowledge.

How can students use Century to support their 
revision of powerful knowledge?



Finally, we are here to support!

You can email us if you need anything!

Miss Harvey– Associate Assistant Headteacher for English

aharvey@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

mailto:aharvey@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk
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