
Year 11 
GCSE Information Evening

How you can best support your child in preparation 
for their GCSE exams



Maths - GCSE - EdExcel

Course Structure
Four main strands Number, Algebra, Geometry & Statistics
.

Exam Structure

Paper 1 (Non Calculator)- 1hour 30 minutes - 80 marks

Paper 2 (Calculator)- 1hour 30 minutes - 80 marks

Paper 1 (Calculator)- 1hour 30 minutes - 80 marks

Higher or Foundation? 
At Higher level you can achieve grades 3-9
At Foundation you can achieve grades 1-5

Mr Hughes– Head of Maths
StaffMCH@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

Why Maths?
Maths is needed for most career pathways post Key 
Stage 4.
If students do not pass this year they will be required 
to attend 4hrs of classroom based Maths per week 
even if they go to college.

mailto:JGrimwood@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk


Maths - GCSE - EdExcel
Mr Hughes– Head of Maths

StaffMCH@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

Scientific Calculators

Casio Classwiz
Be careful when choosing a calculator as many say they are 
Scientific but end up being more of a hindrance than a help!
We recommend getting a Casio Classwiz which will be useful 
right up to A-Level.
These usually retail for around £10. You can get them from 
Amazon and all large shops. I recommend shopping around 
first as often you can find a good deal.

mailto:JGrimwood@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk


Maths - GCSE - EdExcel

Revision
Use www.mathsgenie.co.uk
Here you will find the topics needed broken down by grade.
Alongside these there are videos to help support revision, exam questions and worked solutions.

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


English:

• Pupils sit and are accredited with two subjects across Year 10/11 
English Language and English Literature

• The following slides offer a brief summary per subject

• Essentially, students will sit a total of 4 exams (2 for Language and 2 
for Literature), focusing upon their reading and writing skills, and 
applying this over a range of literary and non-literary fiction and non-
fiction texts. 



English Language

Paper 1 
1 hour 45 minutes 
Worth 50% of the 
Language grade 

Reading section – based 
on one fiction source –

40 marks 
Writing section – 40 

marks



There is also a separate qualification for Spoken Language.  
Students achieve either a Pass, Merit or Distinction which will appear on their exam results in August, 2023.

English Language

Paper 2 
1 hour 45 minutes 

Worth 50% of the Language 
grade 

Reading section – based on two 
non-fiction sources – 40 marks 

Writing section – 40 marks



English Literature

Paper One 
1 hour 45 minutes 

40% of GCSE

Shakespeare play 
(Macbeth)

19th Century Text (A 
Christmas Carol)



English Literature

Paper Two 
2 hours 15 minutes 

60% of GCSE

Modern Text (‘Blood 
Brothers’ or ‘An Inspector 

Calls)
Poetry Anthology & 

Unseen Poetry 



What our students must do to succeed: Revise 
from now for BOTH Language and Literature

• Attend targeted intervention
• Study and act on the feedback given on in-class assessments 

and Mock exams
• Re-read exam texts for Literature (loaned from the 

department, to be returned on the day of the Lit exams)
• Memorise short, important quotes from the texts that they 

will be able to use an analyse in their answers
• Use feedback from the Examiners’ reports to inform how they 

answer questions
• Purchase reduce priced revision guides
• Ask their teacher if there is something which they are finding 

difficult or an element of their mocks or assessments they 
don’t understand

• Complete extra questions and give them to your teacher to 
mark



English Topics List
English Language x 2 paper 
Both 1 hour, 45 mins each 

• Each paper encompasses: Section A - Reading and Section B 
- Writing

• Reading – 4 Qs about 1 x fiction source text for Paper 1 and 
4 Qs about/ comparing 2 x non-fiction sources for Paper 2. 
The three sources are taken from either the C19th, C20th or 
C21st.  40 marks per paper for reading

• Writing – Q5 – Writing a creative (fiction text) for Paper 1 
and writing a non-fiction text, with a specific audience and 
purpose (transactional writing) for Paper 2. 40 marks per 
paper for writing

• Tips: Practise, practise, practise.

• Use the past papers given to you.

• Visit GCSE Bitesize (exam board – AQA)

• Visit AQA and look at/practise past papers – even if it is just 
practising reading time or planning responses.

• Check out Mr Bruff on “Youtube” – he’s got a video for 
everything!

English Literature x 2 Papers 
 Paper 1 - 1 hour, 45 mins; 64 marks

• 1 x ‘Macbeth’ extract based Question (30 marks, plus 4 x SPAG 
marks)

• 1 x ‘A Christmas Carol’ extract based Question. 

 Paper 2 – 2 hours, 15 mins; 96 marks

• Modern Text (‘Blood Brothers’ OR ‘An Inspector Calls) –
theme/topic/character-based Q. Choice of 2. Answer 1. 

• Power and Conflict Poetry (anthology) – comparison of one poem 
(provided) and a second poem of choice. 

• Unseen Poetry – two questions focused on 2 unseen poems

• Tips: Practise, practise, practise.
• Use the past papers given to you. And … the revision guides: try a 

different activity each day.
• Visit GCSE Bitesize (exam board – AQA)
• Visit AQA and look at/practise past papers – even if it is just 

practising planning responses.
• Check out Mr Bruff on “Youtube” – he’s got a video for everything!
• Create character / theme / context mind-maps / flash cards 
• And most importantly, re-read the texts and know them well. 

Watch productions if you can!



Finally, we are here to support!

You can email us if you need anything!

Mrs Jardine – Subject Leader for English
LJardine@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

Miss Harvey - Assistant Subject Leader for English 
aharvey@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

mailto:LJardine@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk
mailto:ESowden@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk


Edexcel Combined Science
• Students will sit 6 exam 

papers 
• (1hr 10 minutes each)
• Exams questions will assess 

these objectives: 
• AO1: Demonstrate 

knowledge and 
understanding 

• AO2: Apply knowledge 
and understanding 

• AO3: Analyse 
information and ideas

Biology Paper 1
Key concepts in biology

Cells and control
Genetics

Natural selection and genetic 
modification

Health, disease and the development 
of medicines

Biology Paper 2
Key concepts in biology

Plant structures and their functions
Animal coordination, control and 

homeostasis
Exchange and transport in animals

Ecosystems and material cycles  

Chemistry Paper 1
Key concepts in chemistry

States of matter and mixtures
Chemical changes

Extracting metals and equilibria

Chemistry Paper 2
Key concepts in chemistry

Groups in the periodic table
Rates of reaction and energy changes

Fuels and Earth science

Physics Paper 1
Motion and forces

Conservation of energy
Waves

Light and the electromagnetic 
spectrum

Radioactivity

Physics Paper 2
Energy - Forces doing work

Forces and their effects
Electricity and circuits

Magnetism and the motor effect
Electromagnetic induction

Particle model
Forces and matter

Miss Jakubecz – ljakubecz@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

mailto:ljakubecz@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk


Edexcel Separate Sciences (Triple)
• Students will sit 6 exam 

papers 
• (1hr 45 minutes each)
• Exam questions will assess 

these objectives: 
• AO1: Demonstrate 

knowledge and 
understanding 

• AO2: Apply knowledge 
and understanding 

• AO3: Analyse 
information and ideas

Biology Paper 1
Key concepts in biology

Cells and control
Genetics

Natural selection and genetic 
modification

Health, disease and the development 
of medicines

Biology Paper 2
Key concepts in biology

Plant structures and their functions
Animal coordination, control and 

homeostasis
Exchange and transport in animals

Ecosystems and material cycles  

Chemistry Paper 1
Key concepts in chemistry

States of matter and mixtures
Chemical changes

Extracting metals and equilibria
Separate Chemistry 1

Chemistry Paper 2
Key concepts in chemistry

Groups in the periodic table
Rates of reaction and energy changes

Fuels and Earth science
Separate Chemistry 2

Physics Paper 1
Motion and forces

Conservation of energy
Waves

Light and the electromagnetic 
Radioactivity

Astronomy

Physics Paper 2
Energy - Forces doing work

Forces and their effects
Electricity and circuits

Static electricity
Magnetism and the motor effect

Electromagnetic induction
Particle model

Forces and matter

Miss Jakubecz – ljakubecz@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk

mailto:ljakubecz@stokepark.coventry.sch.uk


Revision strategies

• Educake quizzes
• Edexcel core 

practical videos
• Making the most of 

your science 
revision guide

• PMT – Physics and 
Maths Tutor (covers 
all three sciences)



Categorise the 
following list into:
Highly 

effective
Ineffective

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coming next is a list of revision strategies that you may or may not have come acrossDecide if they are effective or ineffective (30 seconds)



• Reviewing notes from lessons
• Creating mindmaps from memory
• Mixing up different subjects in one revision session
• Highlighting revision guides/notes
• Testing yourself with friends
• Creating revision cards/mindmaps to read
• Listening to music whist you revise to avoid distractions
• Leaving time to forget before revising again
• Watching revision videos
• Practice exam questions
• Repeating the same topic with bigger gaps in between 

revision time

Highly 
effective

Ineffective



Ineffective

• Reviewing notes from lessons
• Highlighting revision guides/notes
• Creating revision cards/mindmaps to read
• Listening to music whist you revise to avoid distractions
• Watching revision videos

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A lot of you will have thought these were standard staple ways to learn and correctly some of you will have had success with these, however you will probably have used them using the following strategies and principles which are effective at the same time



Highly 
effective

• Creating mindmaps from memory
• Testing yourself with friends
• Leaving time to forget before revising again
• Repeating the same topic with bigger gaps in between 

revision times
• Practice exam questions
• Mixing up different subjects in one revision session



How to revise 
effectively – 3 

principles

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rationale behind sharing the principles – because any technique that you are told/read/use can be done well or poorly – giving you the tools to be able to make the right decisions (because everyone revises differently but the principles are the same)



Principle 1

Triple S –
(Start-early, 
Space-out-and-repeat 
Switch-subjects)



Principle 1

Triple S –
(Start-early, 
Space-out-and-
repeat Switch-
subjects)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the most important things to do is to go over multiple times – seems blindingly obvious except that how many people put off revision until it is too late and you end up cramming revision in the final weeks. But repeating is key



Principle 2

Practice retrieving 
memories



Can you remember my telephone 
number?

Adults… can you remember your 
home telephone number from 
childhood?



Can you remember my telephone 
number?

Adults… can you remember your 
home telephone number from 
childhood?

07826481178



Principle 2



Principle 2: Practice retrieving memories

Revision should be 
effortful
(in the same way as going to the gym must be 
effortful otherwise you have wasted your time)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Test, review, (what ever the method you use)



Principle 2: Practice retrieving memories

Be prepared to get 
things wrong!
A mistake is the first step to understanding

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ConfidenceI don't get it I can't remember it – well great that’s natural but trust that you will get it if you keep going back over it



Principle 3

Manage your brain



Principle 3



Principle 3

Mental 
Desk 
Space

Limited 
capacity to 
think – this is 
why complex 
problems are 
hard

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Complex, the part where you do your thinking whilst you are learning has a limited capacity, a bit like a desk.You can clutter it with too much new stuff but it helps if 



Principle 3

Mental 
Desk 
Space

Limited 
capacity to 
think – this is 
why complex 
problems are 
hard

You can use 
things you know 
as shortcuts to 
save space on 
your desk – this 
is why revision 
becomes easier

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Long term memoryMaths and physics becomes easier once you know multiplication and algebra basics.Before that you send half your time thinking about multiplying or algebra rather than just using what you know to solve problems



Principle 3

Mental 
Desk 
Space

Limited 
capacity to 
think – this is 
why complex 
problems are 
hard

You can use 
things you know 
as shortcuts to 
save space on 
your desk – this 
is why revision 
becomes easier

…and why you 
find things hard 
at the start or if 
you miss lessons

This is why it is hard at first!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is why it is hard at first!



Principle 3

Mental 
Desk 
Space

Using visual 
notes and 
written/audio 
increases your 
desk space

Words and 
images 
together helps

(Dual Coding)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two channels words/audio and images run separately. Use images and text together in your flashcards and mindmaps



Principle 3

Mental 
Desk 
Space

Visual and 
auditory things 
that are 
unrelated to 
the learning 
can take up 
capacity to 
think

Background 
music

People 
talking

TV on in the 
room

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other things that clutter up those channels Find a nice quiet space is so important if you can, don't be tempted by music



Ineffective

• Closed book recreation of 
notes of by heart

• Take the highlighted parts 
and turn into flashcards 
with images from memory

• Listen to instrumental 
music on low

• Pause videos every minute 
and recall the key points 
on paper, check that you 
are correct

• Reviewing notes from 
lessons

• Highlighting revision 
guides/notes

• Creating revision 
cards/mindmaps to read

• Listening to music whist 
you revise to avoid 
distractions

• Watching revision 
videos

Very 
Effective



Parents: 
• Create a revision 

timetable that 
schedules topics to 
revise and repeat x5

• Start now for any 
students who 
haven’t!!!

• Make your revision 
active – practice 
retrieving memories

• Manage distractions 
and how you are taking 
in the material

Students: School:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Revision bookletQR links to brilliant websites from our wonderful team of subject leadersArea at the back to take notes and questions and start to plan the in school intervention.



Parents: 
• Create a revision 

timetable that 
schedules topics to 
revise and repeat x5

• Start now
• Make your revision 

active – practice 
retrieving memories

• Manage distractions 
and how you are 
taking in the material

Students: 
• Encouragement, 

support and structure
• Get a copy of their 

revision schedule on 
the fridge!

• Test them – (very 
important - you don’t 
need to know the 
answers)

• Help manage 
distractions (phone 
music, space to revise)

School:



Parents: 
• Create a revision 

timetable that 
schedules topics to 
revise and repeat x5

• Start now
• Make your revision 

active – practice 
retrieving memories

• Manage distractions 
and how you are 
taking in the material

Students: 
• Encouragement, 

support and structure
• Get a copy of their 

revision schedule on 
the fridge!

• Test them – (very 
important - you don’t 
need to know the 
answers)

• Help manage 
distractions (phone 
music, space to revise)

• Support in lessons 
with revision 
structure

• Use retrieval 
practice quizzes and 
questions 

• Exam question 
access

• Study Skills 
Programme

School:









Mindmaps





Past Papers & Mark 
Schemes











Year 11 
GCSE Information Evening

If you have any questions please write them in the 
chat.

Thank you for your time and have a good evening!
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